




































CURRICULUM VITAE 
 
 

Francesco Gaetano Caltagirone was born in 1943 into an historic construction family dating back to the 
end of the 19th century. 
 
- As a young man, while studying engineering in Rome, he recommenced the historic family 

activities, interrupted in the 1940’s due to the untimely death of his father. Over this period he 
carried out around 200 construction projects consisting of almost 800 buildings with a total 
surface area close to 10 million cubic metres (3.3 million square metres) with a current value of 
Euro 15 billion. 

 
- In 1984, he acquired control of one of the largest general construction companies, listed on the 

Stock Exchange: Vianini, now Caltagirone S.p.A. where he becomes the Chairman and, after a 
full industrial restructuring which multiplied the company’s profitability, made a public offering 
and subsequent listing on the Milan Stock Exchange of two subsidiaries – Vianini Lavori and 
Vianini Industria.  

 
- In 1992, in a public tender, he acquired Cementir from IRI, the third Italian cement group also 

listed on the Stock Exchange. Appointed chairman for a three-year period he then proceeded to 
restructure the company. 

 
- In 1996, he acquired 100% of “Il Messaggero” leading newspaper of Rome from the Montedison 

group. He was appointed chairman and again the results were excellent. 
 
- In 1997, he acquired the editing company of “Il Mattino” leading newspaper of Naples from 

private ownership and the company owner of the newspaper from “Fondazione Banco di Napoli 
the newspaper, where he was appointed chairman for a three-year period and undertook the 
company restructuring. 

 
- In 1999/2000, the publishing and advertising investmentsmerged were placed into one 

company, Caltagirone Editore, and with an initial public offering it was listed on the Milan stock 
Exchange. 

 
- In 2001, Cementir, through an international tender and subsequent public offering, acquired 

control of two companies listed on the Istanbul Stock Exchange: Cimentas and Cimbeton. 
 
- In 2001, Caltagirone Editore founded the free newspaper Leggo which over three years has 

become world leader in the free press sector. 
 
- In 2004, Cementir acquired control through an international tender of two Danish companies 

Aalborg and Unicon - world leaders in while cement. 
 
- In 2004, Caltagirone Editore acquired the newspaper “Corriere Adriatico” leader in the Marche 

region and 85% of “Il Quotidiano di Puglia” leader in the Salento area. 
 
- In 2005 and 2006, Cementir acquired a number of factories in Turkey becoming the third 

cement producer in the country. 
 
- In 2006, Caltagirone Editore acquired “il Gazzettino”, leading newspaper in the North East Italy 

(Venice). 
 
- In 2006, he received the honorary title “Cavaliere del Lavoro” from the President of Republic. 



 
- From April 2003 to 2006 he hold the position of member of the board of directors in the Monte 

dei Paschi di Siena S.p.A. 
 

- From April 2006 to October 2011 he hold the position of Deputy Chairman of the board of 
directors in the Monte dei Paschi di Siena S.p.A. 
 

- In April 2007, he is appointed member of the board of directors in Assicurazioni Generali S.p.A. 
and, in april 2010, Deputy Chairman. 
 

- In May 2015 he promoted a successfully takeover bid for Vianini Lavori S.p.A. (with its 
delisting). 
 

- In July 2016 Cementir acquired 100% of “Compagnie des Ciments Belges S.A.” from Ciments 
Francais S.A.S., Construction products - leading manufacturers in the country. 
 

- In September 2016 he became the third shareholder in SUEZ, with a participation of 3,54%. 
 

- Actually he is also the third shareholder in ACEA S.p.A. with a participation of 5,076%. 
 




















































































































































































































